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Fort Benning Cultural Resources  
•  Close to 4,000 

archeological sites (Range: 
>10,000 years old to 20th) 

•  Over 600 historic structures 
•  68 Cemeteries 
•  100% Phase I surveys 

completed – 
•  786 sites eligible or 

potentially eligible for 
NRHP 

•  One National Landmark:  
Yuchi Town 

•  One site listed on National 
•   Register: Riverside 

(Quarters One) 
•  One Historic District 



Native American Occupation 
•   The Paleo-Indian Period  (12000-9000 BC)   
    - 17  sites 

-  Tended to have seasonal camps based on food 
   resources and  large game  
-  The period characteristic artifacts are the Clovis 
   point (2sites)and late transitional period with 
   Dalton and Folsom points (15 sites) 

•   The Archaic period  (8,000 - 700 BC) - 
    135 Early Archaic sites 
    71 Middle Archaic sites 
    314 Late Archaic sites  
-  Commonly divided into Early, Middle, and Late. 
   This period occupation sites increased on Fort  
   Benning as groups became more sedentary.  
 - Food  sources became more diversified, included   
   gathering of nuts, other vegetable matter, and  more 
   reliance on fishing and hunting small animals.  
	  

•    Woodland  (700BC - 900AD) - 714 sites  
-  Characterized by increased social stratification and  
   ceremonialism   
-  Key artifact is complicated stamp designed pottery  

•   Mississippi period ( 900-1540AD) - 434 sites 
         - The towns on the installation are larger and  
             exhibit more permanent occupation trends 
             i.e.  agricultural fields and trade 
           - Sites are concentrated along the Chattahoochee  
             River 
•   Historic Indian  (contact and removal)  
   - 371 sites 



First Contact 	  



First Contact (1685) 
•  The first European to have direct contact with the Native 

Americans on Fort Benning was Henry Woodward, an 
English Trader 

•  The Spanish felt Woodward’s presence was a threat to them 
so in an attempt to find him, they burned several Indian 
Villages 

 
•  In 1689, the Spanish built a fort south of Fort Benning 

•  Their presence and previous threats, caused many tribes to 
relocate to the Macon area to be closer to English Trade 



Early European Colonization 

•  The Yamasee War (1715-1717) caused many 
Native Americans to migrate back to the 
Chattahoochee River 

•  James Oglethorpe: 
-  Came from England in 1733 and wanted to 

establish the settlement of Savannah 
-  Traveled to the Chattahoochee River to cement 

relations with the Native Americans in the towns 
of Kawita and Kasita; (the latter was located at 
present day Lawson Army Airfield) 

-    After 12 days a treaty was signed allowing 
English colonist ownership of a large portion of 
the coast 

-   This treaty allowed for the Native Americans to 
maintain ownership of the rest of present day 
Georgia 



Yuchi Town 

•  The Yuchi’s arrived in the 
area around 1715 and were 
well established by 1716. 

•  In June 1775, William 
Bartrum, an explorer and 
naturalist traveled to the 
Chattahoochee River 

•  Bartrum described Yuchi 
Town as “populous and 
thriving” and the “best 
situated Indian town [he] 
ever saw.” 

•  He also wrote about 
      the houses in the town as 

being wood framed, 
plastered with red clay on 
both the interior and 
exterior, and roofed  

      with Cypress bark 



Eelbeck Mill and the Mehaffey’s 
•  The remaining Native Americans were transported to Oklahoma in 1838 

and their land was auctioned off in 202.5 acre lots to farmers and settlers 

•  In 1853, Henry Eelbeck and James Cook owned a mill along Pine Creek 

•  Eelbeck and Cook owned the mill for 25 years; during this time the mill 
site was often used for community gatherings 

•  Charlie McCardel and his stepson, C.R. Mehaffey bought the mill in 
1910 

•  Mehaffey made the mill into a thriving business that supplied corn meal 
throughout Georgia and into Florida 

•  During Fort Benning’s land build up for WWII, Mehaffey sold the land 
and mill to the US government 



Camp Benning (1918-1922) 
•  The newly started Infantry School 

was relocated from Fort Sill, OK 
in Oct 1918 to a location 3 miles 
from downtown Columbus 

•  This site was decided as 
undesirable so a new site of 
115,000 acres was found south 
east of the juncture of the Upatoi 
Creek and Chattahoochee River on 
Arthur Bussey’s 1,800 acre 
plantation 

•  The War Department shut down   
new activities at Fort Benning for 
a short time in 1919 during post-
war cut backs 

•  After persistence from citizens of 
Columbus and the continual 
increase of soldiers coming to Fort 
Benning, Congress approved 
Camp Benning as a permanent 
military installation in Feb 1920 

•  Camp Benning was renamed Fort 
Benning in 1922 



Riverside (Quarters One) 
•  Riverside Plantation owned by 

Arthur Bussey was bought by the 
US government for the 
establishment of Camp Benning in 
1918 

•  Bussey made several additions to 
the building around 1910 that 
included two kitchens, 3 upstairs 
bathrooms, 3 chimneys and running 
water 

•  Little has changed to the structure 
of this house since Mr. Bussey’s 
alterations 

•  Since 1919 to the present Riverside 
has been continually occupied by 
general officers 

•  Quarters One is the only historic 
building on Fort Benning listed on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places 



Cuartels 
•  Construction on the Cuartel 

Barracks started in 1925 

•  The original open bay floor 
plan was converted to dorm 
style rooms in the 1980’s for all 
Cuartels 

•  These three story buildings are 
stucco, with red brick towers, 
and terracotta clay tile roofs 



Doughboy Stadium 
•  The stadium was built in 1925 as a 

memorial to infantry men killed 
during WWI 

•  Infantry men around the world 
raised the $75K that was needed for 
its construction 

•  The entrance, stands, and towers are 
made for reinforced concrete in the 
Spanish Colonial Revival style 

•  The outer walls of the stadium are 
arcaded and bear the insignia of 
infantry regiments 

•  This photo shows the 15th Tank 
Battalion Football Team from 1922 



The Infantry School 

•  Building 35, Designed by 
McKim ,Meade and White  was 
built in 1935, originally housed 
the academic component of the 
Infantry School. 

•  The construction of the building 
follows the Second Renaissance 
Revival Style, has pink stucco 
finished walls and a terracotta 
clay tile roof. 

•  George Ford, planner, designed 
the location of building 35 in an 
important axial position to the 
Officer’s club on one side and to 
Quarter’s One on the other side. 

•  The Infantry School classes 
moved from building 35 in 1964 
upon completion of building 4, 
where classes are still held today.  



Parachute Jump Towers 
•  Creation of the Parachute School in 1940 
             - Installation bought two 250 ft jump towers 
               for the Safe Parachute Company  (also built  
                 a parachute tower ride for the 1939 New York  
                 World’s Fair) 

•  Two more towers were purchased in 1942 

•  The first two towers were “free decent”  released the 
parachute to fall free to the ground 

•  The last two controlled the parachutes fall to the ground 
in what is called “captive descent” 

•  Only three towers remain today; one of the “captive 
descent” towers was destroyed in a tornado in 1954 

•  Structures are nationally significant  for engineering  
and role in development of  the WWII airborne school  



Resource Management Requirements	  

•  NHPA 
-   Any project effect to historic properties, e.g. historic structures/archeological sites 

listed or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, must receive comment 
from SHPO and Native American Tribes. 

-  No civil or criminal penalties but failure to coordinate with SHPO and possibly 12 
Native American tribes can result in project delays. 

•  NAGPRA 
-  All Native American graves and grave goods are the property of relevant federally 

recognized tribes. 

-  Consultation with Native American tribes required to disturb known or newly 
discovered graves & grave goods. 

-   Civil and/or Criminal penalties for violation of NAGPRA. 



Management of Cultural Resources 
•  Army Alternate Procedures (AAP) 
    -   Fort Benning started this process in Apr 2002 as a pilot  
         installation 
    -   In accordance with the AAP, Fort Benning has written the 
        Historic Property Component (HPC) of the Installation  
        Cultural Resource Management Plan (ICRMP) 
     -  The HPC  provides a internal programmatic plan for the 
         management of  cultural resources 
     -  Undertakings are reviewed annually by SHPO and bi- 
         annually with the Tribes (12) 
 
      Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas *                   - Chickasaw  nation * 

           Kialegee Tribal Town *          - Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians *    
                   Muscogee (Creek) Nation of OK *   - Poarch Band of Creek  Indians * 

           Seminole Nation of Oklahoma *               - Seminole Tribe of Florida * 
                  Alabama / Quassarte Tribe of OK  -       Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana 

           Thlopthlocco Tribal Town * 
           United Keetoowah Band of the  

                   Cherokee Indians of OK 
 

     -  Certification 2006 and recertified 2012 
        * Denotes a currently consulting tribe	  



Fort Benning Curation Facility 
•  Fort Benning maintains a 

dedicated facility for curating 
artifacts collected from 289 
archaeology projects. 

•  Artifacts are re-analyzed and 
entered into an electronic catalog. 
Based on our progress so far, the 
facility contains over three 
quarters of a million artifacts. 

•  The facility and collection are 
kept to National Park Service 
standards. 

•  The collection is made available 
for student research purposes to 
academic institutions.  The 
searchable electronic catalog 
project is part of our outreach 
effort to encourage scholars to 
make use of our resources.   

•  These artifacts provide material 
for public exhibits such as the 
Indian Culture exhibit at the 
Oxbow Meadows Environmental 
Learning Center located near post. 



Education/Outreach 
(4th Grade, Dexter Elementary School.  

Tribal guest speakers from the Alabama-Coushatta Tribal Town pose with authentic baskets 
made by Tribal members.  School principal (left) student (center). Mr. Tobine Alec (rear), 
Ms. Carlene Bullock (center), Ms. Nita Battise (right front). 

7th Grade, Faith Middle School 
Mr. Charles Coleman, Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer of the Thlopthlocco 
Tribal Town, demonstrates the use of the 
flute in Tribal culture.2 

Tribal representatives inspecting new display panel at 
the Columbus State University , Oxbow Meadows 
Environmental Learning Center. The historic panels   
identify Federally Recognized Tribes with  ties and 
contributions to Ft. Benning and the surrounding  
region.  


