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What transportation do you use in Georgia?

• For someone whose entire career - spans the sustainable cities of 
Washington DC, Berkeley, San Francisco, Athens, and Atlanta - I have 
enjoyed a multi-modal commute via transit and bicycle and 
walking…and occasionally in the dead of winter in DC, a taxi. 
• …never a car
• …also never a swim! https://youtu.be/In55cgj_EzQ
• There are other modes too, but I wont focus on those today.

https://youtu.be/In55cgj_EzQ


And how is transportation sustainable?

• Multi-modal transportation choices like biking to the bus/train give rise to 
sustainable communities as they result in one-less car on the road, lower 
carbon footprint, reduced congestion, are more appealing to the millennial 
workforce, and illustrate the benefits of a complete streets policy where 
the roadway serves all modes, and in Benjamin’s case a joyful commute. 
• The sustainable infrastructure are multi-use trails, greenways, sidewalks, 

rivers, and rails, sometimes heavy, sometimes light. 
• Land and water trails are far less costly to construct than roadways and 

bridges and often enhance otherwise ignored floodplains, and most 
importantly, trails connect people to places they need to get to daily in a 
healthy, low-cost, stress-free manner.
• For today’s talk, I will focus on trails as sustainable transportation.



Urban parks’ emerging role as transportation
• With more and more people using rail-

trails to get where they need to go, 
reclaimed railways and industrial 
corridors are connecting neighborhoods 
rather than dividing them.

• In 2015, its first full year of use, 272,000 
people walked/bicycled the Lafitte 
Greenway, created post-Katrina in New 
Orleans. 

• That's an impressive number, but it 
contained a surprise: A study by Georgia 
Tech showed that 80% of weekday 
morning and afternoon cyclists use the 
Greenway not for recreation but for 
transportation to and from work, school 
and shopping.

Source: http://www.governing.com/commentary/col-urban-parks-emerging-role-transportation-infrastructure.html?



Path400 wins American Transportation award
• PATH Foundation won a 

transportation award for the 
PATH400 project in August 2018.
• Partner GDOT works with 

community to reclaim a corridor 
and construct path to connect 
neighborhoods to offices, thus 
offering a new commute to 
locals.

Source: https://pathfoundation.org/2018/08/path400-wins-american-transportation-award/



Enhancing Active Transportation
• Providing ways for visitors to arrive 

at and explore these important 
places, without needing a car, can 
help mitigate negative impacts and 
make parks more bicycle and 
pedestrian-friendly.
• Active transportation 

improvements and related efforts 
can also promote economic growth 
in gateway communities by 
attracting visitors who support 
local businesses.

Source: https://www.volpe.dot.gov/news/new-guidebook-offers-strategies-enhance-active-transportation-national-parks



Bikes are a valuable form of transportation
• “Although I paid to have a nice 

trail maintained in both 
Wisconsin and Minnesota, it 
makes more sense to have these 
trail be maintained the same as 
all roads.
• Bikes are a valuable form of 

transportation and budgets/ 
taxes should go to maintain all 
roads/paths.” ~ NBurgess

Source: Twitter; https://cannonvalleytrail.com/



Economic Impacts in 
Georgia - 2017
Tourism in Georgia = $63.1 billion
Outdoor Recreation in Georgia = $27.3 billion
Silver Comet Trail = $460 million in 2013
East Coast Greenway (GA) = forecast $7.7 million

$63.1 
billion

$27.3 
billionSource: exploregeorgia.org, outdoorindustry.org, BikeWalk NWGA, ECGA



Trails are transportation across Georgia…

• Carrollton
• Plains
• Darien
• Augusta
• Calhoun
• Columbus
• Helen
• Rome
• Jackson
• Atlanta

• Darien
• East Coast 

Greenway
• Woodbine
• Douglas
• Athens
• Macon
• Jekyll Island
• Silver Comet
• Atlanta…



Carrollton: 18-mile 
concrete loop, the 

Greenbelt, was built in 5 
years w/local support, 
now reaches schools, 

neighborhoods, 
hospitals, work centers 

and recently they 
extended the hours for 

workforce.



Plains: wayfinding and 
mid-block crossings, 

improve visitor access to 
train depot, and a future 

trail will connect all 
Jimmy Carter historic 

sites.



Darien: Regular 
shoppers of the Georgia 

Grown store, Turnip 
Greens, bike around 

town to run errands and 
more along the East 

Coast Greenway.



East Coast Greenway: 
Georgia section will connect 

Savannah, Darien, 
Woodbine, Brunswick, and 

St Marys, with spur trails out 
to Tybee Island and the 

Golden Isles.



Augusta: Phinizy 
Swamp boardwalk 

south of downtown 
for riverwalkers, 

northside greenway 
strollers, and green 

jackets baseball fans.



Calhoun: Rivers to 
Ridge Trail system will 

connect this 
downtown mini park 

to schools, rivers, 
colleges, hospital, 
and Resaca/New 

Echota historic sites.



Columbus: added 
kayak launches along 
the riverwalk which 

now also connects to 
a rail-trail, mtb park, 
downtown hospital, 

aka the Dragonfly 
Trails network.



Helen: escape the 
logjam! Park at the farm 
and walk/bike along the 

Helen to Hardman 
Heritage Trail right beside 
the Chattahoochee river 

to sidewalk cafes and 
continue via hike up to 

Unicoi Lodge.



Rome: 
invites visitors to lodge 
across the river, walk to 
conferences, climb a hill 
to an historic cemetery 

overlook, paddle the 
river, and bike the 

Heritage Trails all from a  
downtown hotel.



Jackson: master 
planning to connect 
Dauset Trails nature 

center, Stranger Things
downtown film sites, 

Indian Springs Village & 
Park, Jackson lake, and 

the dam!



Atlanta: the streetcar 
allows bikes on board 
and flanks a bicycle-
friendly route along 

Edgewood and Auburn 
Ave. which offers a 

multi-modal option.



Atlanta: an urban 
walking/biking PATH 
Parkway connects 

Georgia Tech, Coca Cola, 
Centennial Park, and 

midtown by repurposing 
a lane from a WIDE auto 

parkway.



Darien: visitors at 
many B&Bs, including 
the Blue Heron Inn, 
and hotels navigate 
the destination via 

bike once they arrive.



Woodbine: Family 
friendly Fitness Trail 

alongside Hwy 17 
repurposes old railroad 

and connects hamlets to 
the Satilla River for 
walks, bike rides, 

paddles, or evening 
socials.



Douglas: 
running 3-miles through 
the center of town past 

the depot, heritage 
museum, visitor center, 

and out to the new 
premiere sports park is 
the Douglas Rail-Trail. A 

perfect venue for a 
lantern parade.



Athens: 
the completed Firefly 
Trail will be a 39-mile 

rail-trail connecting UGA 
campus via 3 counties 

offering a leisurely 
commute southeast 

towards Lake Oconee.



Atlanta BeltLine: 
a 22-mile urban multi-
use circuit trail offers a 
multi-modal lifestyle 
solution connecting 
people to places via 

trails, parks, and transit. 



Macon: the Ocmulgee 
Heritage Trail is the 

spine along the river 
which will eventually 

connect Amerson Park 
to the Ocmulgee 
National Park & 

Preserve and more.

http://www.ocmulgeepark.org/


Jekyll Island: 12 miles of 
bike path offers a 

leisurely ramble where 
the visitor has a view of 

the wharf, beach, marsh, 
historic village, 4-H 

center, driftwood and 
more. Follow me!



Silver Comet Trail: 
a 93-mile rail-trail 

extends from GA into AL 
via numerous 

communities and offers 
a well-used alternative 
to highway commutes, 

fitness, and a 
campground for 

weekend getaways.



Moultrie Rail-Trail:
a 7.2 mile trail from 

downtown which locals 
use to bike to work at 
the airport or country 

club and walk to Friday 
night lights at the high 

school.



LaGrange: an eventual 
29-mile trail system will 
weave through all the 

nodes of the community 
like a Thread Trail, 

connecting people to 
place. 4 miles so far…



Trails are transportation across Georgia…

• Carrollton
• Plains
• Darien
• Augusta
• Calhoun
• Columbus
• Helen
• Rome
• Jackson
• Atlanta

• Darien
• East Coast 

Greenway
• Woodbine
• Douglas
• Athens
• Macon
• Jekyll Island
• Silver Comet
• Moultrie
• LaGrange…



Water Trails are Low-Hanging Fruit

• There are 16 completed (at right) and 
18 developing water trails in Georgia.
• Water trails feature: safe and legal 

access, clean ups, signage, camping, 
amenities, maps and local support.
• Paddling helps reconnect locals and 

visitors to the history, heritage, 
geology, and wildlife of an area. Water 
trails promote an ethic of caring, 
function as educational venues, and 
raise awareness of our environment.
• Work with Gwyneth Moody at Georgia 

River Network to promote your 
designation as a Georgia Water Trail! 
https://garivers.org/

https://garivers.org/


How GDEcD supports trails as 
transportation
Programming, wayfinding, amenities, connectivity, grant funding



Tourism Product Development

• Our work is to help a community refresh, implement, or realize a 
tourism asset. We do that via site visits, bringing along a team of 
experts who make observations, recommendations and even suggest 
funding streams and great partners for new product. 
• Then they get to work…the slides you saw earlier are examples of 

what the communities have implemented as tourism product that 
also happens to serve as a transportation corridor for locals and 
visitors alike. 



Along the way we recommend…

• Connecting the infrastructure +
• Wayfinding and signage built for commerce +
• Trail amenities like bike share, lighting, and extended hours +
• Healthy events & programming like Lantern Walks, Walk With a Doc +
• Marketing via website/apps/visitor center maps/CVBs +
• TPD grant funding =
• A path for active transportation and tourism in Georgia.



Trails are Sustainable 
Transportation
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