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Financial + Technical 
Assistance 

Financial + Technical 
assistance working 

together 
= 

More conservation on 
the ground



What does NRCS do?
Conservation Planning

– Resource  Concerns: Soil, Water, Air, Plants, Animals, Humans, 
Energy

Partnerships
– Federal, State, Local

Technical & Financial Assistance
– Experienced, specialized staff
– Funding for programs provided through Farm Bill



NRCS invests an average of $8 million every day 
into conservation systems that help producers stay profitable and 

productive. 



Financial + Technical 
Assistance 

NRCS provides one-on-one, personalized 
advice

NRCS generates, manages and shares 
the data, technology and standards to 

help make informed decisions

NRCS helps people make investments in 
their operations and local communities



NRCS Conservation Planning



Conservation Planning
Team effort between the client and NRCS (or our 

agent – Planners or Conservation Partners). 

• The consultant helps the 
client address natural 
resource problems and 
opportunities. 

• The NRCS objective in 
conservation planning is 
the sound use and 
management resources.



NRCS Planning Policy

The use of a three phased, nine-step planning 
process to accomplish resource management. 
The NRCS objective is to help the client bring 
about the sound use and management of soil, 
water, air, plant, and animal + human, energy 
(SWAPA+HE) resources to prevent their 
degradation and assure their sustained use 
and productivity, through the use of resource 
management systems (RMS). 



NRCS Conservation Planning 
Process



Resources
Non-human or natural resources that are 
considered in conservation planning are:
Soil 
Water
Air 
Plants 
Animals 
Human
Energy
These are generally referred to as SWAPA+HE.



Resource Concerns- Quality Criteria



Conservation Practice Standards
Engineering Ecological Sciences

Animal Mortality Facility Conservation Cover

Agrichemical Handling Facility Cover Crop

Composting Facility Conservation Crop Rotation

Dam Fence

Farmstead Energy Improvement Field Border

Heavy Use Area Protection Firebreak

Irrigation Management Plan Forage & Biomass Planting

Sprinkler System Tree Planting

Stream Crossing Upland Wildlife Habitat Management



Practice Standards

Definition
Purpose
Conditions
Criteria
Considerations
Plans & Specifications
Operation & Maintenance
References



Assessment Tools and Job-sheets



Spatial Data



Conservation Plan
Is the basis for NRCS financial assistance 
program contracts with the landowner.
Must contain landowner’s decisions with 
sufficient information to be able to develop a 
contract.
Conservation plan may be all encompassing and 
address all land uses.



eFOTG

Section I
– General References

• Tech notes, maps, reference lists…
Section II

– Natural Resources Info
• Soils, Climate, cultural resources…

Section III
– Conservation Management Systems

• Quality Criteria, guides…
Section IV

– Practice Standards and Specifications
• Standards, tools…

Section V
– Conservation Effects



FOTG  5.0 prototype Homepage

Welcome to FOTG
electastatefordocuments.

state.

. Select_

Tecmlcal guides are the pnmary scientific references for NRCS. They contain  

technical information about the conservation of soil, water, alt; and related plant and  

animalresources.

Technical guides used In each field office are localized so that they apply specifically

to the geographic area for which they are prepared. These documents are referred to

as FieldOfficeTechnicalGuides(FOTGs).

Appropnate parts of the Field Office Technical Guides are automated as databases,

computer programs, and other electronic-based materials such as those included an

thesewebbasedpages.

�

FOTG Sections
Section I • General References

• General statemaps

• Descnptlons of MaJOr Land Resource Areas, watershed Information, and links to  

NRCS reference manuals and handbooks.

• Links lo researchers, universities, and agencies we work with.

• Conservation practice costs, agricultural laws and regulations, cultural resources,  

and information about protected plant and animal species

Section II • Natural ResourcesInformation

• Detailed Information  about soil, water, air, plant, and anlmal resources

• NRCS Soil Surveys, Hydnc Sods lnterprelataons, Ecological Sate Descnptlons, Forage  

Suitability Groups, Cropland Production Tables, Wildlife Habltal Evaluataon Guides,  

Water Quality Guides, and other related information can be found here as it  becomes

available

Section Ill •Consemrtlon Management Systl!ms

• NRCS Quality Criteria, which establish  Slandards  for resource conditions that help

provide sustained use.

Section IV • Practice Standards andSpecifications

• NRCS Conservation Practice standards that define the practice and where it

applies Practice 9jll!Clfications are detailed requirements for installing the practice  in 

thestate

Section V-ConservatlonEffects

• Background anformation on how Conservation Practices affect each identified  

resource concerns In the state,
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Partnerships
– Soil Conservation Districts – established 1937
– Land Grant schools/Extension Service
– Farm Service Agency
– Resource Conservation & Development Councils-

established 1962
– Forest Service
– Plant Material Centers
– Agricultural Research Service
– State agencies
– Local agencies
– Earth Team Volunteers
– Land Owners
– Environmental NGOs







Consumer demand for 
organic food has grown double 

digits each year since the 1990s.



Partnering with landowners is critical to protecting 
wildlife, while also keeping working lands working.
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Since 2012, we have helped 
producers install soil health 
practices on more than 40 

million acres of working lands. 



Customer 
Service

Data-driven

Conservation practices in the Western Lake Erie 
Basin reduce sediment losses from fields by 80 

percent.



Customer 
Service

Data-driven





Non-Discrimination Statement 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations 
and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering 
USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender 
identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, 
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 
activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). 
Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, 
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 
(800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-
3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter 
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of 
the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov

